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Cameroon 


Minister Comments on Bakassi Dispute, French 
Support 


LD0404 165094 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1230 GMT 4 Apr 94 


[Text] Our guest today is the Cameroonian communica- 
tions minister and go. -rnment spokesman, Augustin 
Kontchou. For some 10 days now, Cameroon has been 
attempting to get the support of the international com- 
munity on its border dispute with Nigeria. Seven dele- 
gations are currently touring the world in an effort to 
persuade their partners that the Bakassi Peninsula 
claimed by Nigeria belongs to Cameroon. 


Augustin Kontchou has just ended his tour of Europe, 
and Ghislaine Dupont asked him first if he felt like he 
had been heard and understood: 


[Begin recording] [Kontchou] We are convinced that we 
were understood and we are returning home pleased with 
the result. In France, Germany, and Belgium, we heard 
the same thing: First, European governments supports 
the stand of the European Union which called on both 
parties to settle their dispute in accordance with inter- 
national law—that is, in the framework of a respect for 
borders lawfully estav!'shed—to pull out their troops in 
accordance with the principles previously outlined. 
Everywhere we were told: Since Cameroon is within its 
rights we will support it. 


[Dupont] Cameroon has just turned to the International 
Court of Justice in The Hague. What are the main 
arguments supporting your case? 


[Kontchou] Our arguments are unassailable, they are 
based on historical and iegal factors. Historically, 
Cameroon borders were acknowledged by colonial 
powers; Cameroon was later placed under UN mandate 
with the same borders. The UN organized a referendum 
in the English-speaking part of Cameroon in ' 961, to let 
the local people decide for themselves either to join the 
French-speaking Cameroon independent at the time, or 
Nigeria, which was independent too. The peop!e of this 
Bakassi region decided to join Cameroon «: other 
English-speaking people did too. Later, even before that 
[as heard] the 1954 Nigerian law defining the Nigerian 
borders placed Bakassi within Cameroon. 


Until 1992, thai is until very recently, Nigerian maps 
placed Bakassi within Cameroon. There has been a series 
of statements, of agreements between Nigerian and 
Cameroonian authorities since 1960. They related to 
various bilateral border issues but none ever questioned 
the border in the Bakassi region. We have legal and 
historical arguments which Nigeria does not possess. 
Nigeria bases its position on some texts dating back to 
1906 and before, therefore we cannot see on which legal 
vase Nigeria could pretend to obtain sovereignty. 
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{Dupont] What is the current military situation in 
Bakassi? 


{[Kontchou] The front is quiet, but I must tell you that 
this quietness is <xtremely fragile. Everyday detailed 
reports tell us that the Nigerian side is strengthening, is 
bringing in more troops and more equipment. Therefore, 
things might quickly get out of hand. 


[Dupont] Nigeria considered the arrival of 15 French 
paratroopers in Cameroon a provocation. Was it 
Cameroon which called on France? 


{Kontchou] Nigeria must know that Cameroon is a sover- 
eign country and that it is entitled to choose its allies. It is 
not for Nigeria to choose Cameroon’s allies. It is not for 
Nigeria to attack us and then decide who shouid be our ally 
after attacking us in the first place. We know that the 
Nigerians,. who are our neighbors, have a defense policy 
and know who our allies are. If they attack us they know 
perfectly well in what predicament they get involved. 


[Dupont] So it was Cameroon which called on its ally, 
France? 


[Kontchou] Yes, it was the Cameroonian Government 
which called on France. The defense agreement between 
Cameroon and France states that if France is attacked, 
Cameroon should come to France’s rescue, if Cameroon is 
attacked the opposite applies, namely France should come 
to Cameroon’s rescue. In this particular case Cameroon is 
facing aggression and Cameroon decided to call for the 
implementation of its defense agreement with France. 


[Dupont] France wishes to see a peaceful, a diplomatic 
settlement to this dispute. Do you believe that France 
will continue its support as firmly if war were to break 
out between Nigeria and Cameroon? 


[Kontchou] We fully understand France. No one likes to 
wage war, France has major interests in both Cameroon 
and Nigeria, we believe that France would not like to see 
its interests sacrificed in one country or another, there- 
fore France is in a good position to find a negotiated 
settlement between both parties. However, we in 
Cameroon have chosen the same solution as France. 
Since we are not ready to abandon a single square inch of 
our territory to anyone, if Nigeria wants to impose war 
on us, what can we do? 


[Dupont] In this case would it not be a case of David 
fighting Goliath? 


[Kontchou] In any case not a single square inch of 
Cameroonian soil will be relinquished to a foreign power 
as long as there is a single Cameroonian alive. This is a 
fact. So, if Nigeria forces war on us we will wage a war we 
do not want. We will then rely on our Armed Forces, we 
will rely on our people which is closely united to these 
armed forces, but we will also rely on our allies and 
mainly on France. We are convinced thai in this case, if 
war is forced upon us, France will lend us its support till 
the very end. [end recording] 


2 CENTRAL AFRICA 


Chad 


Council Extends Transitional Period by 12 Months 


ABO0504101094 Ndjamena Radiodiffusion Nationale 
Tchadienne in French 0530 GMT 5 Apr 94 


[Excerpt] The Higher Transitional Council, which met at 
the 15 January Palace yesterday, has decided to extend 
the transitional period by 12 months, in accordance with 
Article 108 of the Transitional Charter. The adoption of 
this decision to extend the transition period was pre- 
ceded by lengthy discussions on the performance 
recorded over the first part of the transition period, and 
especially, the priorities to be set for the second and last 
segment of the transition. Th» session, which was sus- 
pended, will resume at the 15 January ralace today at 
1000. [passage omitted] 


feeee Sane Soeuge Sapent Nessie & 
Eastern Town 


ABO 104204494 Paris AFP in English 2021 GMT 
1 Apr 94 


[Text] Ndjamena, April 1 (AFP)—Human rights groups 
here Friday [1 April] deplored a massacre in the eastern 
town of Abeche which left over 200 dead and missing in 
January. 


A report issued by a commission of enquiry set up by five 
human rights groups said 201 people had been killed and 
23 were missing in the wake of clashes between govern- 
ment forces and Chad National Front rebels in the town 
located 500 kilometers northeast of here. 


The government at the time said that 30 rebels and two 
soldiers were killed when the armed opposition group 
attacked the garrison in Abeche on January 23. 
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Most of the rebels, who had earlier agreed t » a ceasefire 
and then reportedly turned on the govern: .ent forces, 
reporiedly escaped with a number of weapons. 


Bui the commission of enquiry said that 201 people had 
died, either in the original clashes or in army mop-up 
operations in the town afterwards, and that there had 
been numerous cases of torture, rape and pillage by 
government forces against the civilian population. 


“All cases of summary execution were the work of the 
gendarmes and of the soldiers, mostly the Republican 
Guard whose main leaders are known and have been 
identified,” the report said. 


The Republican Guard is an elite army unit which takes 
its orders directly from the head of state. 


The government forces combed the city looking for 
rebels who might have gone into hiding after the original 
clashes “and this operation very quickly turned into a 
man-hunt”, according to the report which spoke of 136 
people killed in the city and the others nearby. 


The investigators also met with 23 captured rebels who 
were being held in very poor conditions and of whom 
those wounded were not receiving medical attention. 


Rwanda 


President Returns From Meeting in Zaire 


EA0404201094 Kigali Radiodiffusion Nationale de la 
Republique Rwandaise in French 1800 GMT 4 Apr 94 


{Text] The president of the Republic, Major General 
Juvenal Habyarimana tonight returned to Kigali from 
Goadolite, Zaire, where he had gone this morning to met 
his Zairean and Burundian counterparts, Mobutu Sese 
Seko and Cyprien Ntaryamira. 
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Somalia 


Rival Ch. sash in Mogadishu; 1 Killed 
ABO0504102.94 Paris AFP in English 0739 GMT 5 Apr 94 


[Excerpts] Mogadishu, 5 Apr (AFP)—Heavy guns 
pounded several parts of south Mogadishu late Monday 
[4 April] as rival Somali clans clashed in the most fierce 
battle in several months, witnesses said. A Somali jour- 
nalist said at least one person was killed in the fighting 
which lasted almost three hours. 


The fighting occurred between the K4 roundabout on 
Afgooye Road and the seaport. Militiamen exchanged 
machinegun and rocket fire. It was unclear which clans 
were involved in the fighting, but Somali journalists said 
it pitted “bandits from rival clans”. 


South Mogadishu is the fiefdom of warlord Mohamed 
Farah Aidid of the Somali National Alliance (SNA). 
United Nations deputy military spokesman Major Asif 
Iqbal said no United Nations peacekeeping forces were 
involved in the fighting. ““We don’t know which clans 
were involved in this’, Major Iqbal said. [passage 
omitted] 


Factional fighting has been escalating during the week, 
but previous clashes involved the use of small arms. 
Three SNA officials were reportedly killed near the 
October 21 Road on Sunday by a lone gunman who fired 
into a crowd, a Somali journalist said. SNA militiamen 
vowed to retaliate and surrounded a building near the 
stadium. 


Uganda 


Iranian Foreign Minister Meets With Museveni 
NC0504093694 Tehran Voice of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran First Program Network in Persian 0230 GMT 5 Apr 94 


[Text] Foreign Minister Velayati, who is on a visit to the 
African continent, met the President of Uganda Yoweri 
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Kaguta Museveni last night and discussed bilateral ties, 
as well as regional and international issues. 


During the meeting, Museveni expressed his pleasure at 
tLe presence of our foreign minister in Kampala and 
extended an official invitation to President Hashemi- 
Rafsanjani to visit Uganda. The Ugandan president also 
welcomed the expansion of cooperation and, in partic- 
ular, joint investment in the private sectors of the two 
countries. He described the Iranian collaboration with 
his country in various fields as fruitful. 


Referring to the favorable conditions for the broadening 
of bilateral relations and greater commercial exchanges 
between the two countries, Dr. Velayati declared our 
country’s willingness for the transfer of its expertise in 
the fields of development and dam construction. 


On the sidelines of the Pan-African Congress session, Dr. 
Velayati met the Libyan minister of state for foreign 
affairs and discussed the Arab-Israeli issue, the Gaza- 
Jericho accord in particular. 


Aidid Arrives in Kampala for PAC Meeting 


EA0304204594 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice of 
the Great Somali People in Somali 1700 GMT 3 Apr 94 


[Text] Mohamed Farah Aidid, the chairman of the 
Somali National Alliance and of the United Somali 
Congress, along with a large delegation he is leading, 
have arrived at Entebbe Airport in Kampala, Uganda, at 
the invitation of the organizing secretary general of the 
Seventh Pan-African Movement Conference, which is 
scheduled to open in Kampala tomorrow morning. 

On arrival, Chairman Aidid and his delegation were 
accorded a warm welcome by senior Ugandan Govern- 
ment officials. 


The conference, which will be attended by delegations 
from various African countries, will be officially opened 
by President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda. General 
issues affecting the African continent, including the 
Somali issue, will be discussed. 


4 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


International Mediation Postponed One Week 


MB0504 115294 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1121 GMT 5 Apr 94 


{Report by C. Govender] 


[Text] Durban April 5 SAPA—The African National 
Congress and the Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] jointly 
announced on Tuesday [5 April] that international medi- 
ation scheduled for Thursday has been postponed to next 
week. The move is to clear the way for a summit between 
ANC President Nelson Mandela, IFP leader Mango- 
suthu Buthelezi, Zulu King Goodwiii Zwelithini and 
State President F W de Klerk. 


A joint statement said progress with the internationzi 
mediation was “assessed in the context of current devel- 
opments”. “‘In the light of the pending summit of leaders 
on Friday, the meeting decided to delay the start of the 
mediation until next week. 


“It is hoped the leaders’ summit will help build con- 
sensus on the purpose and terms of reference of the 
international mediation.” 


Mediators were being informed of the decision, the 
statement concluded. 


Senior ANC and IFP officials, meeting at the World 
Trade Centre in Kempton Park [words indistinct] medi- 
ation. 


ANC: Recommendations Not Binding 


MB0404 182594 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1600 GMT 4 Apr 94 


'Text] The ANC says that recommendations made by 
international mediators in talks on possible amendments 
to the constitution will not be binding. An ANC official 
who did not want to be identified said the mediators 
would be here to mediate, not to arbitrate. The media- 
tors, including two former foreign affairs ministers, Dr. 
Henry Kissinger of the United States and Britain’s Lord 
Carrington, are due to arrive in South Africa this week. 
The ANC and IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] joint 
working committee, which is meeting in Kempton Park 
today to make final arrangements for international 
mediation, is expected to meet the mediators later this 
week to suggest amendments to the constitution. 


IFP Supporters Hold March To Protest Violence 


MB0504093094 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0852 GMT 5 Apr 94 


[Text] Empangeni, Northern Natal April 5 SAPA— 
Several hundred Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] sup- 
porters, many bearing traditional sticks and shields, 
began massing at a field in Empangeni in Northern Natal 
on Tuesday [5 April] in preparation for a march to 
protest against violence. Police tried to prevent the 
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protesters from alighting from buses with their tradi- 
tional weapons, although many had assembled on the 
field brandishing sti. ks and knobkerries in defiance of 
emergency regulatior:s. 


Police spokesman Maj Margaret Kruger said organisers 
had attempted to obtain permission for marchers to 
carry the weapons, but this had been refused by police 
headquarters in Pretoria. “They don’t have permission 
to carry weapons. We are trying to get the IFP leadership 
to get them together,” she said, adding that police would 
request marchi:rs to leave their weapons on the buses. 


She said police did not want to provoke the crowd. “We 
will see how the situation develops.” 


There was a strong police and defence force presence 
along the march route and organisers said they expected 
thousands more supporters to arrive later. 


The atmosphere was cordial at 10.30AM in spite of a few 
protestations by marchers when police searched them as 
they alighted from buses. 


Marchers Carry ‘Traditional Weapons’ 


MBO0504110094 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1015 GMT 5 Apr 94 


(Text! [Announcer] Thousands of IFP [Inkatha Freedom 
Party] supporters have started through the streets of 
Empangeni in Zululand, armed with traditional 
weapons. This is in contravention of the emergency 
regulations. Peter Scott is on the line from Empangeni 
with further details. Peter, can you just start by giving us 
the present situation? Peter, are you there? Can you 
please tell us what is the situation at present? 


[Scott] At the moment thousands of IFP supporters are 
marching down John Ross Highway on their way to the 
magisterial building in the center of town. Marchers are 
mostly armed with sticks, some with sharpened points, 
knobkieries, a few spears, bullwhips, and axes. Now, 
earlier a senior police officer on the scene, Major Marg- 
aret Kruger of the police legal department, confirmed 
that permission was not granted for the marchers to 
cafry any weapons during the procession. Later a local 
IFP leader, Mr. Robert Mkhize, spoke to the IFP sup- 
porters where ‘hey were gathering to start marching, and 
told them that they had to hand in some of the tradi- 
tional weapons. However, most of the marchers flouted 
this order, and they started marching a short while ago. 


[Announcer] And, Peter, can you tell us what is the mood 


of the people? 


[Scott] I wouldn’t say the mood is very tense at the 
moment. People are very noisy, and they're sort of 
clashing their sticks, but 1 wouldn't say they're in a very 
bellicose mood. It’s not as if they’re out to make trouble 
as such. 


[Announcer] And how strong is the army and police 
presence? 
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[Scott] Well, the army and police presence is quite 
substantial. There are quite a few members of the 
Internal Stability Division. They’ve got Nyala riot vehi- 
cles. There are some SADF [South African Defense 
Force] people as well. Air force helicopters and police 
helicopters are circling overhead and monitoring the 
situation. 


[Announcer] And is it clear from watching the crowd 
that the marshals monitoring the crowd are in control of 
what’s going on? Is their presence very obvious? 


[Scott] They’re actually very well marked. They’ve got 
overcoats on with clearly marked IFP colors on them. 
Now, earlier we were told not to speak to any of the 
supporters. We've been told to only speak to Robert 
Mkhize and also to the chairperson of the Inkatha 
Women’s Brigade, Mrs. Faith Gasa, and she had some 
very strong words about the TEC [Transitional Execu- 
tive Council]. She said that they have basically been 
forced by the TEC to act in this way, bt she stressed that 
the marchers are not out to make trouble, that they are 
actually there to protest about the massacre in Johannes- 
burg earlier this month, and also in support of the king’s 
demands for a sovereign kingdom. 


[Announcer] Right. Finally, what is the muod in the 
town, Peter? 


[Scott] So far most of the shops along John Ross 
Highway have actually closed their doors to business, in 
anticipation that there might be trouble. It’s understand- 
able that people are probably scared and would rather be 
safe than sorry. But further on in town businesses are still 
open, but we’re on our way there to investigate what the 
situation is. 


[Announcer] Peter Scott, thank you very much. 


Federal, National Parties React to Editorial 


MB0404 161194 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1513 GMT 4 Apr 94 


[Report by Duncan Guy] 


[Text] Johannesburg April 4 SAPA—Federal Party 
leader Frances Kendall on Monday [4 April] expressed 
support for an editorial in the latest issue of the London 
SUNDAY TIMES, calling for the postponement of 
regional elections. The editorial accused the National 
Party and the African National Congress leaders’ propa- 
ganda machines of “perpetrating an enormous fraud on 
40 million South Africans” by claiming the interim 
constitution was a federal one even when many foreign 
experts had pointed out it was not. 


Ms Kendall said the only way to bring the Inkatha 
Freedom Party (IFP) into the democratic process was to 
devolve real powers to the regions, then elect regional 
structures—not the other way around. “All of the 
regional elections should be postponed to allow Henry 
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Kissinger and Lord Carrington the opportunity to rec- 
o..mend constitutional changes and have them imple- 
mented. In the meanwhile, a nationally elected body can 
run the country rather than the au‘‘ioritarian Transi- 
tional Executive Council (TEC),” she said. 


Ms Kendall added that the state of emergency and 
clampdown on the IFP would not solve the fundamental 
issue that the constitution was not federal, and the real 
issue of federal power was the underlying cause of 
violence in the country. 


Meanwhile the National Party (NP) called the tone of the 
SUNDAY TIMES editorial “hysterical”, adding that its 
criticism confirmed ‘we South Africans know more 
about how to solve our problems than a British editor 
6,000 miles away.” The NP said it was acutely aware of 
risks facing South Africa at present. “That is exactly why 
President (F W) de Klerk took the initiative in proposing 
a meeting between himself, (ANC leader) Mr (Nelson) 
Mandela, (IFP leader) Chief (Mangosuthu) Buthelezi 
and the 7ulu king which will take place on Friday.” 


It said that to allege that the NP was guilty of an 
enormous fraud exposed the newspaper's lack of under- 
standing and knowledge of the situation in South Africa. 
“The newspaper's implicit claim, that the NP sees the 
state of emergency in Natal as a solution, is without 
foundation and an indication that its editor did not read 
President de Klerk’s statement when he announced the 
state of emergency.” The state of emergency, the NP 
stressed, was never intended as a solution. 


Poll Shows Little White Support for Right-Wing 


MB0404203894 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
Afrikaans 1800 GMT 4 Apr 94 


[Text] A snap poll by Markinor for the SABC indicates 
that right-wing groups boycotting elections in South 
Africa enjoy little support. At the same time the majority 
of whites are scared for their future under an ANC 
government. This survey was carried out among 500 
white South Africans countrywide. According to the 
Electoral Act this opinion poll is one of the last of its 
kind that can be released. After tomorrow the act bans 
the publication of opinion po!'s indicating support for 
parties, their leaders, or their policies. Ronel van Zyl 
analyzes this opinion poll. 


[Begin recording] [Van Zyl] The developments in 
Bophuthatsw.na last month that led to the deposing of 
former President Lucas Mangope contributed to the 
discrediting of right-wing groups. The deployn.ent of 
Afrikaner National Front and AWB [Afrikaner Resis- 
tance Movement] armed forces in Bophuthatswana was 
rejected by 82 percent of whites. 


[AWB leader Eugene Terreblanche] A magnificent vic- 
tory for the AWB. 


[Van Zyl] This remark by AWB leader Eugene Terre- 
bianche was condemned by 83 percent of whites. Con- 
cerning participation in the election, 80 percent of whites 
believe that all right-wing organizations should partici- 
pate. This includes 68 percent of right-wing supporters. 
Eight-four percent of all whites say that General Con- 
stand Viljoen of the Freedom Front has made the right 
decision by participating in the election. The idea of a 
homeland is opposed by 60 percent of all white: and 54 
percent of Afrikaans-speaking whites. The idea enjoys 
the support of 30 percent of whites, while only 13 
percent are prepared to live in such a homeland. 


Sixty-three percent of whites feel they will be worse off 
under an ANC government, but 90 percent say they will 
accept an ANC government if they are allowed to con- 
tinue their lives unhindered. The opinion poll indicates 
that the state president and National Party leader, Mr. 
F.W. de Klerk, is the most popular leader among whites. 
[video indicates 72-percent support] He is followed by 
DP [Democratic Party] leader Dr. Zach de Beer [42 
percent], whuse support has risen sharply over the past 
few months, followed by Gen. Viljoen, CP [Conservative 
Party] leader [37 percent], Dr. Ferdie Hartzenberg [17 
percent], and then Mr. Terreblanche [12 percent]. 
According to the poll, 64 percent of Afrikaans speakers 
say that the AWB is an embarrassment to other Afri- 
kaans speakers. There is a 5 percent margin of error. [end 
recording] 


ANC Concerned by Rumors of Anarchy After 
Election 


MB0504065394 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English )500 GMT 5 Apr 94 


[Text] The ANC has expressed concern about that it calls 
wild rumors about expected anarchy and violence after 
the election. ANC spokesman Carl Niehaus said that the 
rumors were triggering off a psychosis of fear. 


Reports at the weekerd said that many whites have been 
stockpilini non-perishable supplies in anticipation of 
trouble. The fears were reportedly spurred by the carnage 
in Johanues_urg last week, and an anonymous panic list 
distri/suted to businesses warning about water suppiies 
being cut off and power pylons blown up. 


Mr. Niehaus said that the ANC did not believe that there 
would be more violence after the election and that there 
was no need for concern. 


Police Seek ‘Specific Evidence’ Against C-nerals 


MB0504064994 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 0500 GMT 5 Apr 94 


{Text] Two of the police generals who took voluntary 
leave after being implicated by a Goldstone Commission 
report on alleged third force violence will probably be 
back at their desks today. The commissioner of police, 
Genera! Johan van der Merwe, said yesterday that Lieu- 
tenant General Basie Smit and Lieutenant General 
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Johan le Roux would resume their duties today unless 
specific evidence was submitted implicating them in 
criminal activites. He added that no such evidence had 
been forthcoming. 


A spokesman for the Ministry of Law and Order said 
that Minister Hernus Kriel would review the positions of 
the two generals today. He said that their future would 
depend on what new information had been uncovered by 
investigators. 


Police Union Threatens To Strike Over Salaries 


MB0404 195794 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1909 GMT 4 Apr 94 


[Text] Cape Town April 4 SAPA—The South African 
Police Union [SAPU] has threatened to strike unless 
member salaries are increased to the levels of the 
National Peace Keeping Force [NPKF]. Lt-Col Andy 
Miller, SAPU national and Western Cape president, said 
on Monday [4 April] that members were prepared to 
“sacrifice the election” if their demands for wage parity 
were not implemented by April 13. 


The union, which rep-csents 20,000 rnembers, made the 
threat despite a Transitional Executive Council (TEC) 
proposal to treble police salaries from R22.50 [rands] to 
R¢ (1.50. The TEC Law and Order Sub-committee is 
expected to hear the proposal on Thursday. Col Miller 
said, however, that a crippling strike on the eve of the 
election could only be averted if police were paid the 
same as their NPKF counterparts, many of whom earned 
double. “I wouldn't cali that blackmail. I'd call it justice. 
We've been treated like animals,” he said. He said the 
TEC’s proposed increases would fail to match those of 
the NPKF, whose members would earn an additional 


R35 per day once they were deployed. 


“We will not allow policemen to strike,” Law and Order 
Ministry spokesman Craig Kotze said on Thursday. He 
said there was “no reason” for a stoppage and “all 
channels were in place” for policemen to air their 
grievances. 


i. Promises To Disarm SADF Citizen 
orce 


MB0404 153294 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1428 GMT 4 Apr 94 


[Report by Ben Maclennan] 


[Text] East London April 4 SAPA—President F W de 
Klerk should tell kwaZulu Chief Minister Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi to stop his nonsense because the African 
National Congress was not prepared to postpone the 
election, Major-General Bantu Holomisa said on 
Monday. Gen Holomisa, who heads Transkei’s Military 
Council and is also a senior ANC candidate for the 
National Assembly, was speaking to about 4,000 peop! 
at an ANC rally in a sports stadium at Duncan Villare, 
East London. The rally was shifted at the last miiute 
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from a venue in a community hall when it became clear 
that the hall could not accommodate tie number of 
people who wanted to hear him. 


Gen Holomisa said kwaZulu was uider President de 
Klerk’s jurisdiction. “He must not create an impression 
that kwaZulu is an independent state. It is him person- 
ally who must see there is stability in that area.” 


The ANC was not impressed by Mr de Klerk’s attempts 
to draw its president Mr Nelson Mandela and other 
people into the conflict. “All he must do is to tell 
Buthelezi that the nonsense must stop now, and it must 
stop as soon as possible, because we are not prepared to 
postpone the elections in South Africa bec use of one 
man.” 


Gen Holomisa also said under a new government, all 
weapons, which had been handed over by the state to 
whites “under the pretext of self defence”, would be 
confiscated and returned to armouries. This included 
weaponry issued to SADF [South African Defense 
Force] Citizen Force Commandos. It was these weapons 
which had been used to kill people in Bophuthatswana. 
There were also people in the community who owned 
illegal weapons. ““We must come up with a campaign to 
make sure we demilitarise our population,” he said. 
Ordinary citizens who had licensed private firearms 
would be allowed to keep them. 


Vows ‘Drastic Steps’ Against Right Wing 
MB0204201894 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
English 1800 GMT 2 Apr 94 


[Text] Transkei leader Major General Bantu Holomisa 
says homeland chief ministers will not be receiving 
salaries after June. He was speaking on his cympaign 
trail in the [Orange] Fiee State. Gen. Holon)isa also said 
that drastic steps would be taken after th: election to 
restore law and order in South Africa. 


[Begin recording] [Correspondent Richard Newton] The 
general addressed ANC supporters at (Mothente) at 
Theunissen «nd (Mangaoen) in Bloemfontein today. 
During the rally he said that ANC president Mr. Nelson 
Mandela would become the new paymaster on the 10th 
of May. Apart from the axing of salaries for homeland 
ministers, he said, the ANC government would also cut 
the defense budget. The money saved here would be used 
to im>vove the living standard of black. Gen. Holomisa 
said that ANC jolicy after the election would be to 
restore law and order. This swould be done by taking 
drastic steps agaisnt the right wing and Inkatha. 


{[Holomisa] You will no longer sec the right-wingers 
having training camps, or going to the shooting range, or 
marching through the streets carrying weapons, or 
wearing uniforms. There will be no private armies under 
the rule of the ANC. 


[Newton] The general also said that all weapons being 
used for self-defense must be handed over to the new 
government after the 27th of this month. He said it was 
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a blessing that the Goldstone Commiission had exposed 
the genera;; who were providing guns to the Inkatha 
Freedom Party. He added that the pressure was now on 
the state president to quell the vicience. He also told 
prospective farmers that farmers wiih more than one 
farm would have to share vith thos who want farms. 
Ninety-three billion rands had been by the 
ANC for housing, he said, and 23 billion for education. 
{end recording] 


NP Accuses Transkei Government of Corruption 


MB0404 164194 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1540 GMT 04 Apr 94 


[By Guy Rogers} 


[Text] Johannesburg April 4 SAPA—Transkei military 
leader Gen Bantu Holomisa should “come clean” on 
allegations that some of his cabinet ministers and MP’s 
are seeking to gain control of 100,000 ha [hectare] of 
state-owned land before the elevtions, says the National 
Party [NP]. An NP statement on Sunday quoted news 
reports as saying some sales in this connection had 
already been approved by the Transkei cabinci. “This is 
exactly the kind of corruption which thrives under 
military dictatorships.” General Holomisa should imme- 
diately and publicly state if these allegations were true 
and what his role was ir the affair, the NP said. 


“If these allegations are true it will confirm our suspicion 
of massive abuse of power by the Holomisa govern- 
ment.” 


eae eatimaamannna sie a tank 


MB0504081294 Johannesburg WEEKEND STAR in 
English 2-3 Apr 94 p 5 


{By John Soderlund] 


{Text} Get chlorine pills, ensure you have enough fire- 
wood, give each member of the family a well-stocked 
backpack and a healthy supply of non-perishabie food. 


This is not the checklist for a family hike. It’s a sample of 
the AWB’s [Afrikaner Resistance Movement] list of 
precautions to ensure that members will be able to deal 
with the pandemonium it predicts will erupt around the 
time of the election. The full list, which includes 
ensuring that there are sufficient weapons and ammuni- 
tion for sl. family members and enough food for all pets, 
was distributed at schools in the Pretoria area this week. 


Its more extreme entrics are enough to inspire bunker- 
building activities among rightwingers, frantic shopping 
for canned food among DP [Democratic Party] sup- 
porters and a lot of gun-cleaning in the northern suburbs. 


“In the time which is approaching it will be wise to be 
prepared at all times. Herewith the guidelines which will 
ensure you will not be caught off-guard,” begins the 
four-page document. 


First up is to ensure you have enough water. That means 
protecting all water sources and getting plenty of chlo- 
rine pills. 


Food supplies should be canned or preserved and not 
require water for preparation, it says. 


Pick ’n Pay group marketing director Martin Rosen says 
sales of non-perishable foods soared countrywide this 
week. “People are certainly stocking up, especially on 
things like tinned foods, long-life milk and milk powder. 


“Each of our stores is several million rands up on 
budget—up to 50 percent—for March as a result,” he 
says. 


The frantic buying is fairly evenly spread around the 
country. Rosen says supply problems have been com- 
pounded by strikes which have affected some of the 
grocery chain’s suppliers. 

If the pamphlet’s medical hints are anything to go by, do 
not expect to te able to get on to any first-aid courses in 
the next three weeks. Antibiotics, pain killers aid 
stomach medication could also be in short supply. 


Its communications suggestions will likely result in a lot 
of neighbourly visits and improved cellular phone sales. 


Despite intimations that the list is not “the alpha and 
omega”, its author says only those who are prepared will 
survive. 


An AWB head office spokesman said the phamphlet was 
probably compiled by one of the organisation's local 
committees, which were responsible for ensuring ‘ic 
safety of their supporters. 


South African Press Review for 5 Apr 
MB0504 140594 


[Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


National Party Picks Up Support at ANC Expense— 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 5 April in a 
page-8 editorial refers to an opinion poll commissioned 
by THE STAR and carried out by Marketing and Media 
Research, shows that the “NP [National Party] has 
picked up support, largely at the expense of the ANC.” 
THE STAR copctudes that “the assumption that the 
ANC will win a two-thirds majority—and thus be able to 
impose 2 constitution of its own choice, subject only to 
constitutional principles hammered out at the multi- 
party negotiations—is not justified. Whether the ANC 
can win two-thirds of the vote depends on the final phase 
of the election campaign.” 
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BUSINESS DAY 


Natal Emergency ‘Harsh Signal’ to Buthelezi— 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 5 April in 
a page-6 editorial comments on the state of emergency 
imposed in Natal saying, “April 27 will dawn with 
hundreds of people being held in detention without trial, 
subject to interrogation and with only limited protection 
from security force excesses.”’ “No official of the govern- 
ment, the South African Defence Force or the Transi- 
tional Executive Council has answered the point made 
by both the PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] and the 
Human Rights Commission: that remedies other than 
the emergency declaration exist to bring stability to 
Natal. Though not all of their suggestions seem appro- 
priate, it is worth asking why, for example, tighter 
controls on meetings and bans on the (raining of private 
armies and the carrying of weapons require emergency 
rule. This leaves the impression that one important 
motive for the emergency is psychological: that govern- 
ment and the ANC decided it was necessary i) send a 
harsh signal to Inkatha leader Mangosuthu Butlielezi.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Skepticism Over ANC, NP Economic Growth Prom- 
ises—Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 29 March 
in a page-8 editorial says the economic growth stimula- 
tion plans by the NP and the A\NC for the Western Cape 
should be evaluated “with mor< than a pinch of election- 
eering scepticism.” Both parties are “offering jobs and 
houses by the thousands” in the Western Cape. “Prom- 
ises which will, by and large, prove as good as the 
national economy allows. The converse of that fact, of 
course, is that the national economy in the new dispen- 
sation is a reflection of relative regional performance. So 
while there can be little doubt over which party will run 
the country, it will have to co-ordinate efficiently with 
the provincial administrations to ensure maximum 
overall development.” 


ANC Quiet on ‘Undemocratic’ Actions of Candidate 
Holomisa—A second editorial on the same page notes 
that Transkei leader Bantu Holomisa maintains that the 
NP cannot open an office in the homeland “until the NP 
and his thoroughly unrepresentative government have 
discussed ‘security’.”” Holomisa is using “illegitimately 
gained powers” to deny the NP access to a significant 
element of the voting population. “These are not merely 
the antics of a whacky dictator. They are the actions of 
one of the ANC’s leading candidates.” “Yet the ANC, 
which justly waxes so lyrical in condemning the undem- 
ocratic actions of a Lucas Mangope or an Oupa Gqozo, 
keeps quiet. The message is clear: An authoritarian 
dictator is easily tolerated as long as he or she is on the 
ANC side.” 


Government Offensive in Cuanza Norte Reported 


MB0504093494 London BBC World Service in 
Portuguese 2030 GMT 4 Apr 94 


[Report by correspondent Reginaldo Silva in Luanda on 
the “London Last Minute” program; italicized passages 
recorded] 


[Text] Luanda, the Angolan capital, has been in darkness 
since 2 April, following an attack on Cambambe Dam. 
The National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola, UNITA, rebels have been blamed for that 
attack. This latest operation by the UNITA forves occurs 
at a time when military clashes are in.ensifying in 
Cuanza Norte Province. The government forces appear 
to be determined to wrest the city of N’dalatando, the 
capital of Cuanza Norte Province, back from UNITA’s 
hands. Reginaldo Silva, our correspondent in Luanda, 
provides the details: 

[Silva] The Angolan capital has again been deprived of the 
power supplied by Cambambe Dam which lies slightly 
more than 180 km southeast of Luanda. The UNITA 
rebels have been accused of carrying out a major sabotage 
operation involving the Luanda-Cambambe powerlines 
on 2 April. The exact extent of the damage is not known 
yet 


Official sources have said that at least four pylons near the 
actual dam were blown up. However, damage appears to 
have been far more extensive and pervasive than that and 
the results of the attack have already become visible: 
Luanda is partially in the dark and its residents are facing 
added id serious problems that will likel, ot be resolved 
in the short term. 


Alternative power supp!y sources include iwo gas turbines 
and a number of generators around Luanda, but they will 
probably be good for little more than 50 percent of the 
city’s needs in a rotating system. The power supply 
company has already ».1ade its usuai calls for consumers 
to use available power as sparingly as possible. 


That sabotage operation occurs at a time when various 
sources have reported fierce clashes to be under way in 
Cuanza Norte Province. Cambambe Dam is in that 
province and N’dalatando, the UNITA-held provincial 
} oy is seer as the major target for the government 
orces. 


The UNITA radio station has quoted UNITA sources as 
saying that the government forces have embarked on an 
offensive to recapture N'‘dalatando. The first such offen- 
sive failed recently, but new operations are under way 
aimed at that target. Though Cuanza Norte Province has 
always been beset by considerable tension, it is curious to 
note that the powerlines linking Luanda and Cambambe 
Dam had so far not been one of UNITA’s military targets. 
The Angolan capital had in fact enjoyed a stable power 
supply for many months now. Observers feel that such 
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power supply stability can be explained by a tacit accord 
between the two warring factions, because Cambambe 
Damn also provides power to the city of N'dalatando. Thus, 
Luanda’s power supply would have been assured as long 
as the capital for Cuanza Norte Province also received it. 
Indications are that the tacit accord has been terminated 
and the next few days do not seem likely to bring any 
positive developments concerning peace for Angola. 


The intensification of military clashes in Angola pre- 
cedes a UN Security Council meeting on that country 
scheduled to be held within the next two days. It is 
expected that the UN Security Council will issue a new 
resolution at a time when We gi hs Save 
ground down to a complete deadicck. Thi: | con, we 


interviewed Afonso van Dunem Mbin«' | ‘ail 
ambassador to the United Nations. We . | *“ hi » what 
the Angoian Government would have lh... - xe the 


UN Security Council resolution include. 


[Mbinda] Our government would like to see that resolu- 
tion include the following passage: That the UN Security 
Council has already decreed sanctions against UNITA. 
The second package of sanctions has not come into force 
yet because the UN Security Council has deemed that this 
is not the right time yet for imposing additional sanctions. 
I believe that was an opinion voiced by the UN Security 
Council some months ago. However, in view of UNITA’s 
inflexibility and its failure to abide by the resolutions and 
recommendations of the UN Security Council, it is our 
belief that conditions are in place for new mecsures to be 
taken against UNITA. 


The additional measures alluded to by Angolan Ambas- 
sador to UN Afonso van Dunem Mbinda include, 
notably, the freezing of UNITA funds abroad and the 
imposition of restrictions on the movement of its reore- 
sentatives outside Angola. Seeing that the imposition of 
such sanctions has been put off on several occasions, we 
asked the Angolan ambassador to the United Nations 
why he thought such measures might be approved now. 


{[Mbinda] This is a problem we have had with the UN 
Security Council. In all its meetings so far, the UN 
Security Council has been lenient about the introduction 
of additional sanctions against UNITA. Thus, everything 
hinges on the UN Security Council itself. We believe, 
however, that the UN Security Council has become so 
disappointed that it will take the necessary measures this 
time. 


UNITA Condemns Minister's Cali for Muze 
Fighting 

MB0504071094 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 5 Apr 94 


[Text] Venancio de Moura, foreign affairs minister of the 
Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola-Labor 
Party, MPLA-PT, is currently visiting Lunda Sul Prov- 
ince. His call on the People’s Armed Forces for the 
Liberation of Angola, FAPLA, for become engaged in 
more fighting, has enraged the people. Reports say that 
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the MPLA-PT foreign minister does not believe in the 
Lusaka peace talks. He showed similar spirit during the 
negotiations in Estoril, which led to the signing of the 
fragile Bicesse Accord. 


A source in Lunda Sul Province said yesterday that 
Venancio de Moura’s remarks in Saurimo are in line 
with the Luanda regime’s warmongering plans for this 
year as announced by Jose Eduardo dos Santos in his 
New Year message. 


New Political Opposition Party Established 


MB0204204494 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 2 Apr 94 


[Text] The Angolan opposition will soon have a new 
party. It is the CDA, Angolan Democratic Confedera- 
tion. The party, which is still making arrangements for 
registration with the Supreme Tribunal, has said the 
Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola and the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA] cannot be the only political parties in the 
country. Gaspar Neto, chairman of the CDA’s constit- 
uent commission, felt indignant when he said: 


[Begin Neto recording] The Angolan problem will not be 
resolved by only those two political forces. [end 
recording] 

Gaspar Neto is a man of few words but feels distressed 
with the crisis thet has brought the country to its knees. 
He did not annuunce an immediate solution to the 
country’s problems, but said nobody should be in power 
for ever. 


[Begin Neto recording] Parties cannot aspire to power 
the morient they come into being. We will learn from 
Angolan and international experiences. At the right 
moment we will disclose to Angola and the world the 
CDA’s plans to gain power. [end recording] 


Malawi 


Electoral Commission Lists Candidates for Office 


EA0104221994 Blantyre Malawi Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1600 GMT | Apr 94 


[Text] The electoral commission has released a break- 
down of the parliamentary constituencies and their can- 
didates as well as presidential candidates to stand in the 
forthcoming elections. A press release issued by the 
commission said there are five presidential candidates, 
and these are: His Excellency the President Ngwazi 
[Paramount] Dr. Kamuzu Banda, representing the 
Malawi Congress Party; Mr. Chakufwa Chihana, repre- 
senting the Alliance for Democracy, AFORD, Mr. Kam- 
pelo Kalua, representing the Malawi Democratic Party, 
MDP; Mr. Timothy Mangwazu, representing the Malawi 
National Democratic Party, MNDP; and Mr. Bakili 
Muluzi, representing the United Democratic Front, 
UDF. 
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On parliamentary candidates, the electoral commission 
said there are 613 candidates in all and the breakdown is 
as follows: The MCP and UDF each has 177 candidates, 
AFORD has 162 candidates, the United Front for Mul- 
tiparty Democracy, UFMD has 32, the MDP has 30, the 
MNDP has 11, the Congress for the Second Republic, 
CSR, has 6, and the Malawi Democratic Union, MDU, 
has 2 candidates. The commission also said there are 13 
independent candidates. 


Mozambique 


Voter Registration To Take Place 1 Jun-15 Aug 


MB0204090394 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0800 GMT 2 Apr 94 


[Text] The National Elections Commission [CNE] has 
established | June to 15 August as the period for 
registering the population for the first multiparty elec- 
tions scheduled for October. CNE Chairman Brazao 
Mazula said the electoral campaign will begin in Sep- 
tember. 


PCN Not To Contest Presidential Elections 


MBO0104203294 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
26 Mar 94 p 3 


[Excerpts] Alvaro Machate, a member of the Collegiate 
Commission of the National Convention Party (PCN) 
and head of the party's administration department has 
told NOTICIAS that the PCN will not contest the 
presidential elections. He said the PCN will only contest 
the legislative elections. 


He said opposition parties should unite to find a single 
presidential candidate because “we are about 16 offi- 
cially registered parties, and if each one of us submits its 
candidate we will risk splitting the votes and encouraging 
war.” [passage omitted] 


Turning to the system of government that would even- 
tually be in place in the country, he is for the “establish- 
ment of a government of national unity.” He noted that 
“this country has gone through many years of war and 
people do not know each other well. Hence, it would be 
advisable for whoever wins the presidential election, not 
to consider only his party, but other people with poten- 
tial, if he wants to guarantee peace.” [passage omitted] 


U.S., UN Insistence on Accord Timetables 
Criticized 


MB0104202594 Maputo MOCAMBIQUE NOVOS 
TEMPOS in Portuguese No. 13 Jan-Feb 94 p 1 


[Unsigned editorial] 


[Text] As the tragic Angolan situation has taught us, the 
formation of a truly national army before the elections is 
a basic condition for the peace process to anchor at the 
port of democracy with no problems. 
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In Luanda, this aspect was taken lightly by the United 
Nations, which, a few days before elections were held, 
hurriedly “decreed” the existence of a single armed forces 
and the disbanding of troops of the warring factions. This 
was something that only existed on paper because in prac- 
tice, as everybody knew, both the MPLA [Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola] and UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] kept the 
“crack units” of their respective military forces in place, as 
a precaution for what could come afterward. 


What did “come” afterward was an armed conflict of 
consequences even more serious than the previous ones, 
with FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola] and FALA [Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola] emerging on the ground better equipped than ever 
before. 


It was a new and bloody civil war that shattered, as if it were 
a soap bubble, the fragile and theoretical “intention” of a 
single national army that Unavem [UN Angola Verification 
Mission] decided to bring about at full steam. 


Thus, before one debates the reasons that one or the other of 
the contenders on the Atlantic coast gave to resume the 
mutual slaughter, we will have to attribute to the UN’s 
criminal precipitation and hasty “washing of hands” the 
main responsibility for the bloodbath that continues in a 
country once again deprived of a future of orogress and 
peace. 


Meanwhile, in Mozambique, the United States, the 
Unomoz [UN Operations in Mozambique], and the govern- 
ment are together traveling down a “path of disaster,” 
similar in all aspects to the one traveled in Angola. Taking 
advantage of its status as the only superpower, Washington 
insists that elections ought to be held in October, alleging 
lack of “patience” and resources to finance the process, 
while shrugging its shoulders about the possibility of 
pushing Mozambicans to a pre-electoral abyss. The United 
Nations is servilely attuned to that rationale, closing its eyes 
both to the facts and the government’s sabotage of the 
process, while keeping itself busy arranging and rearranging 
timetables—in fact manipulating the lives of millions of 
Mozambicans as if they were mere pawns in a chess game. 


The government is sticking to tl “scheduled delay” in 
confining its forces, hindering the emergence of the 
FADM [Mozambique Defense Armed Forces], and 
giving strong indications that it is forming a “stand-by 
army” that would be on hand in case of an electoral 
defeat. This very serious violation of the AGP [General 
Peace Accord] and this true blow to the prospects of 
future peace and democracy is still being taken lightly by 
Unomoz, which, right now, might have visualized an 
FADM suitable for passing out parades on public holi- 
days as sufficiently good for backward Mozambicans for 
the sake of the sacrosanct adherence to timetables. 


The rest can be neglected—the prospects of the loss of a few 
more thousands of lives and the continued existence of 
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various armies in tandem with a national army that is still 
on the drawing board. What matters is to adhere to the 
dogma originating from the “U.S. boss,” as inspired on its 
“promising” Somalia adventure. which was like a bull in a 
china shop. 


Aware of Frelimo’s [Mozambique Liberation Front] 
methods and “tricks,” we know too well the govern- 
ment’s hidden intentions in delaying the confinement of 
its troops: to secure the practical neutralization of 
Renamo Defense Force’s soldiers while keeping in place 
its army’s “elite” units. Afterward, it would be just a 
matter of using any violation of the AGP as a pretext to 
annihilate what is left of Renamo, and then return to the 
good old days of a single party to which half a dozen of 
smaller tamed political groupings would lend a “demo- 
cratic” and “pluralist” facade. 


This frightening return to the past is, however, something 
which we will oppose with all the means at our disposal, 
regardless of where the pressure may come from. 


Unomoz: 8,144 Government Troops Demobilized 


MB0404201994 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 4 Apr 94 


[Text] The government demobilized 728 troops on | 
April. The Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] 
did not dv:obilize a single men over the weekend. The 
government has so far demobilized 8,144 men, while 
Renamo has demobilized 281 men. 


French Minesweeping Instructors Arrive in 
Maputo 

MB0104203094 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
26 Mar 94 p I 


[Excerpts] The training of the first group of 82 sappers of the 
future Mozambique Defense Armed Forces (FADM) begins 
in Boquisso, Maputo Province, on 24 April. A team of 10 
French instructors arrived in Maputo yesterday to give the 
training course, which will last about four months. 


Lieutenant Colonel Philippe Garcin, military attache at the 
French Embassy, said before the actual training, a mini- 
course ON minesweeping techniques will be given to two 
FADM officers and two noncommissioned officers. He 
added: “Afterward, the officers and noncommissioned 
officers will work closely with the French instructors during 
the training of the platoon.” [passage omitted] 


He added that a group of 30 people, including soldiers, 
technicians, and administration personnel is already in 
Boquisso to provide the required security and logistics. 


The 10-man French training team that arrived in 
Maputo yesterday consists of people assigned to a regi- 
ment with great minesweeping experience in various 
countries, including Kuwait, Lebanon, Chad, and Cam- 
bodia. [passage omitted] 
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Benin 


Soglo Briefs Media on Crisis, CFA Devaluation 


ABO104221594 Cotonou Office de Radiodiffusion- 
Television du Benin Radio in French 1930 GMT 
31 Mar 94 


[Excerpts] The head of state met with the press at the 
Presidential Palace in Cotonou this morning. For two 
hours President Soglo discussed serious national prob- 
lems, such as the social and political crisis, insecurity, 
and the effects of the CFA franc devaluation. Indeed, 
one of the causes of the political crisis is the devaluation, 
a development which is being capitalized on by some 
politicians for their own ends. This in fact is what the 
president stated in his introductory remarks. President 
Nicephore Soglo stated that his government was open to 
criticism, and was even prepared to mend its ways and 
change direction, if need be. However, he noted his 
Opposition to abuse with the sole purpose of doing harm. 
Let us listen to the head of state: 


[Begin Soglo recording] The political scene here has been 
characterized by unprecedented tension since the setting 
up of new institutions in April 1991. These tensions stem 
from various sources. The most important of these 
sources is, obviously, the sudden devaluation of the CFA 
franc, a devaluation which we neither wished for nor 
really planned or prepared for. No head of state within 
the CFA franc zone wished for or was prepared for it. 


The difficulties arising from this situation—i.e., the 
drastic fall in our population’s purchasing power— 
unfortunately were capitalized on by some of our coun- 
trymen, in an atmosphere typical of a pre-electioneering 
campaign period. From verbal violence, they progressed 
to violence in general, and even assaults. People simply 
forgot that impatience can be a bad adviser, and that a 
nation divided against itself is bound to perish. They 
forgot the principle of self-respect, and sold our collec- 
tive dignity dirt cheap. They then sought to trigger an 
institutional war which, had it been prevailed, would not 
have benefited either our budding democracy or even 
those who sought to set it off. On the contrary, it would 
ratner have resulted in—sooner or later—a questioning 
of the hard won freedom and social peace which was 
restored thanks to the national conference. [passage 
omitted] 


We cannot afford to forget so soon the disastrous effects 
of the disorder of dirty politics, which gave our country 
the unenviable tag of Africa’s sick child in the early years 
of her independence, and which served as a pretext for 
military takeovers. We cannot forget the long tragedy 
from which we were narrowly rescued by the February 
1990 national conference. We had to create a collective 
reawakening of the entire Beninese people and a new 
sense of patriotism, solidarity, tolerance, and collective 
dignity. We had to achieve, on some basic questions, the 
broadest consensus possible, a prerequisite for a fresh 
start. Since then we have been trying to establish a 
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law-abiding state together. The 11 December 1990 Con- 
stitution clearly laid down the rules of the democratic 
game. It makes political succession possible. Each one 
must agree to play the game in a serene and loyal 
manner. No one has the right to resort to violence. Power 
will henceforth be determined only through the ballot 
box. Power is no longer attainable through the gun. The 
real battle has a new stake—public opinion. Like any 
other kind of battle, it can be tough. But if we love our 
country, we must ensure that such political clashes— 
which are necessary and unavoidable—preserve our col- 
lective dignity and honor and that they do not, at any 
time, call to question the indispensable consensus on the 
nation’s philosophy and major objectives. [end 
recording] 


On the problem of security, the head of state said he was 
disturbed about the kidnapping of the Boukoumbe sub- 
prefect, and stated that the government is doing every- 
thing possible to secure his release. The president noted 
in passing that the growing insecurity in our country is 
not the result of laxity or a lack of firmness on the part of 
the government, but rather of the refusal of some polit- 
ical groups and leaders to respect the code of ethics laid 
down by the national conference. Henceforth, all legal 
measures necessary for the security of the state and the 
protection of life and property will be implemented 
rigorously and firmly, the head of state stressed. 


He took this opportunity to seriously warn students 
responsible for acts of violence. While remaining open to 
dialogue, he said, the government will not allow the 
university to become a breeding ground for criminality, 
indiscipline, or intolerance. The head of state also 
touched on the devaluation of the CFA franc and on its 
consequences on citizens’ living conditions. Let us listen 
to him: 


[Begin Soglo recording] Ladies and gentlemen, on 23 
January, before the nation, I reviewed the government's 
determination to limit, as best as we can, the negative 
effects of the devaluation on the various socioprofes- 
sional categories. In this regard, I announced certain 
backup measures. Wage-earning workers, including the 
public sector’s civil servants, have suffered greatly from 
the effects of the devaluation, as have all the other 
components of the national community. Yet, they are 
legitimately anxious to preserve their purchasing power. 
I make it a point to commend them once again for their 
significant contribution to the building up of New Benin 
and the reconstruction of its economy. Furthermore, the 
government is happy concerning the sense of responsi- 
bility exhibited by all those among them who understood 
that their particular demands can be met only within the 
framework of a general solution to the nation’s prob- 
lems. The government remains open to dialogue with all 
workers. However, I would like them all to understand 
that Benin is a t vy country with limited resources, and 
that it is impossible to consider only civil servants’ 
demands and close our eyes to the existence of industri- 
alists, traders, and farmers who comprise 80 percent of 
the population. 


FBIS-AFR-94-065 
5 April 1994 


Ladies and gentlemen, in my 19 September 1991 radio 
and television address to the nation I stated that I will 
never lie to the Beninese nation, because I consider my 
people a population of mature and responsible adults. I 
firmly stick to this pledge. The government is respon- 
sible for the interests of the entire nation and each of its 
components. It neglects no one, and similarly it will not 
favor any categories to the detriment of others, or in 
contempt of our dignity. [end recording] 


Guinea 


Conte Delivers 10th Anniversary Address 


AB0304201594 Conakry Radiodiffusion Nationale de la 
Republique de Guinee in French 2200 GMT 2 Apr 94 


[Address to the nation by President Lansana Conte in 
Conakry on 2 April—live or recorded] 


[Text] Fellow Guineans, 10 years ago our valiant soldiers 
came to power by making a certain number of promises 
to you. The most important of these promises was the 
commitment made to endow our country with demo- 
cratic institutions so our people can choose their repre- 
sentatives. This year, on the eve of 3 April 1994, I 
address you with particular delivht. The 19 December 
1993 multiparty presidential elections constitute one of 
the most important accomplishments of the democrati- 
zation process in our country. 


Of course, one cannot talk about these elections without 
paying tribute to the whole country and without men- 
tioning 3 April 1984. This date was an historical turning 
point when all the sons of the country came together to 
form a united, strong, and prosperous Guinea. This 
turning point also enabled us to open up to the outside 
world, establish individual and collective freedoms, pre- 
pare for economic liberalism, adopt a constitution, and 
create all the constitutional institutions, all the things 
that are indispensable for the establishment of a country 
where the rule of law prevails. Like 28 September 1958, 
3 April 1984 is a milestone in the glorious history of our 
country. That is why I pay glowing tribute to. all those 
who, either known or unknown, contributed to ihe 
accomplishment of this permament task, particularly the 
members of the Military Committee of National Redress 
and our valiant Army who were able to bring Guineans 
together to fight against the challenges of the moment. 


Dear countrymen, I have already said the real winner of 
the presidential election of December 1993 remains the 
people. My wish is that Guineans would use this victory 
to improve democracy building in the country. This 
means each and everyone should contribute his part to 
regular legislative elections in the future and for all to 
respect the laws and republican institutions. Further- 
more, I am pleased with the detente which characterizes 
the current political and social scene. Credit must go to 
all the nation’s politicians for this important achieve- 
ment. This victory should also serve as an impetus to the 
socioeconomic development of the country, which is 
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undoubtedly one of the conditions for the survival of 
democracy. I call on all sons and daughters of the 
country to view the first five-year term of office of the 
Third Republic as an example of the profound change 
possible within the appropriate institutional framework. 
We must create the basis for the genuine revival of the 
national economy, work toward integrated development, 
and modernize through a change of attitude and 
behavior. It is clear the subregional, regional, and inter- 
national economic atmosphere is difficult, but I have 
confidence in the creative and fighting spirit of Guine- 
ans. 


In regard to economic growth, I consider energy and 
communication infrastructure essential for a real eco- 
nomic take off. That is why sustained efforts have been 
directed and will continue to be directed toward these 
priorities. | am pleased to inform you, dear countrymen, 
that negotiations with financial backers have been suc- 
cessful and the construction of the Garafiri Dam will 
begin by the end of this year. The reorganization of the 
energy and post and telecommunications sectors should 
soon help improve the operations of these services. Road 
construction projects under way on some of our high- 
ways should be multiplied to take the country out of its 
isolated situation. I remain convinced that the corner- 
stone of our development rests with the farmer. It is 
therefore appropriate to intensify the policy of agricul- 
tural development and support the village water supply 
program which is beneficial to our people in the rural 
areas. 


One of our major social problems now is unemployment. 
I therefore call on the creative ability of Guineans for the 
exploitation of the private sector. When this sector is 
harmoniously coordinates with government's efforts it 
can generate employment within the framework of 
national solidarity. It is at this cost that we can achieve a 
more balanced society. 


Fellow Guineans, achieving this large-scale program 
requires huge resources. Unfortunately, we are poor. 
Therefore, the thing to do is to judiciously use existing 
resources while seeing to the sound management of 
government property. 


Furthermore, by maintaining and improving our coun- 
try’s relations with international financial institutions 
and friendly countries, on the basis of already secured 
confidence, we can count on the support required for our 
economic recovery. It is understood that all external 
contributions should essentially be acquired to supple- 
ment our own efforts. 


Meanwhile, the policies pursued so far in developing the 
education and health infrastructure has helped to 
achieve results considered exemplary on the continent. 
These policies should be resolutely continued and rein- 
forced. To enable our women and youth to fully fulfill 
their roles in building up the country, it is important to 
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reactivate their organizations at all levels. The same goes 
for labor unions, whose function should be adapted to 
the new situation. 


Fellow Guineans, in being confronted with all sorts of 
challenges, African states have no other options than to 
join their resources within the framework of subregional 
groupings, or even larger ones. It is this profound con- 
viction which makes me say that backing subregional 
integration will be one of the guidelines of our African 


policy. 


Concerning the Liberian conflict, the Guinean people’s 
efforts remain fruitful. In fact, the recent installation of 
institutions which are expected to lead to the democratic 
elections called for by all Liberians has proved that our 
people’s views are correct. 


South Africa is preparing for its first multiracial elec- 
tions, and their success will sanction an end to the 
apartheid system. In the Middle Last, our desire to 
always strive for the defense of justice and the people’s 
legitimate rights has always dictated our position of 
principle. This stand has always inspired our unflinching 
support for the Palestinian people’s just cause. The 
progress made in seeking solutions to the Israel-PLO 
conflict comforts us. To contribute to the peace process 
which has been initiated, we will bring the necessary 
changes to our policy to back and favor the establish- 
ment of a constructive dialogue between the protago- 
nists. But we will do this without any shady deals, and by 
making sure that justice has prevailed. In the same vein, 
it is noted that the former Yugoslavian crisis continues. 
But recent efforts by the United Nations and Europe give 
us hope. 


Dear countrymen, our road is long and inevitably strewn 
with obstacles. However, the future is bright. While 
wishing you a happy anniversary, I call on you to set to 
work to make the first five-year plan the plan for all and 
sundry. But this should be done in a spirit of sound 
emulation, equity, tolerance, and peace. 


Long live the Republic! 
Liberia 
Thousands Flee Continued NPFL-LPC Fighting 


AB0404211994 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 4 Apr 94 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] It’s beginning to look like the biggest stumbling 
block towards peace in Liberia. It’s the continuing 
fighting between Charles Taylor’s NPFL [National Patri- 
otic Front of Liberia] and the Liberia Peace Council 
[LPC] in the east of the country. Much of the fighting 
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had been around the River Cess in the Grand Bassa 
County, but now it seems like the battle is concentrated 
further north towards the Cote d'Ivoire border, around 
the town of Zwedru, with thousands of refugees fleeing 
the clashes towards the town of Tapeta. From Monrovia, 
our correspondent, Nii Nartey Allison, sent this telex: 


More than 2,000 refugees have so far arrived in Tapeta. 
And, according to United Nations officials, they are 
fleeing fighting between the NPFL and the Peace 
Council in Zwedru. Zwedru has twice changed hands 
and it is not yet clear which group is in control of the 
town. Fierce fighting is said to be continuing around the 
border village of To and the United Nations Observer 
Mission today declared the region a no-go zone. 
According to United Nations officials, atrocities in 
southeastern Liberia by both the LPC and the NPFL 
have extended into Zwedru, and hundreds of residents 
have fled into the surrounding forests. 


The UN said that local officials in Tapeta were physi- 
cally preventing some of the escapees from entering the 
town. Some 300 people are on the move, trying to escape 
fighting, said a senior UN official, but they are being 
prevented by local authorities from entering Tapeta 
because of congestion. Journalists, who attempted at the 
weekend to go into the area, were stopped in Gbarnga by 
the NPFL. The United Nations said that there is a dire 
need to move in with food, medicines, temporary accom- 
modation. They said that 500 malnourished children 
aged between one to 12 are in desperate need of food, 
medicines, and clothing. The United Nations said that 
panic-stricken Zwedru residents arrived in Tapeta and 
the village of Diala, 10 miles southeast of Tapeta, with 
bullet wounds. The French charity, Medecins Sans Fron- 
tieres, the only aid agency operating in the area, moved 
in last week with measles vaccine from mobile clinics. 


Meanwhile, the United Nations today said that a fresh 
influx of 700 displaced people arrived in the port city of 
Buchanan on Saturday [2 April], fleeing continued skir- 
mishes between the NPFL and the LPC in River Cess 
County. 


Senegal 


West African Central Bank Governor Sworn In 


AB0104213694 Dakar Radio Senegal in French 
2200 GMT 31 Mar 94 


[Excerpt] The governor of the Central Bank of West 
African States [BCEAO], Ivoirian Charles Konan Banny, 
was sworn in today in Dakar. He was appointed as 
governor of the BCEAO by the Conference of the heads 
of state of the West African Monetary Union. The 
ceremony took place in the presence of several officials 
and was presided over by Senegalese Prime Minister 
Habib Thiam. [passage omitted] 
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